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“You can live anywhere and get recognized,” says local artist Gary Manzo
CHRISTOPHER SHOUST

comes into play.
“He never intended for the book to be launched in
North America,” Manzo says as France was the place to
present the talents of the other two contributors to the
'dream team,' Blet and Boggio.
Manzo was to be the painter that contributed to
the cover design and inspirational aesthetic of the book.
Blet, well he is known world-wide.
Born in Paris, Blet is a disciple of the great
American pianist Byron Janis who discovered an exceptional talent in him and invited him to New York. He was
too a young assistant of Vladimir Horowitz. In 1986, he
began, an international concert career.
His recitals at world-famous venues earned him
the success of the public, as during his 'Franz Liszt
marathon' in February 1987, he was applauded for more
than thirty minutes, which made the music critic Pierre
Petit say: "Stéphane Blet is more than just piano, it's the
music itself."
At the age of fifteen, he recorded his first album,
exclusively devoted to Franz Liszt.
One year later he signed with Philips Classics, for
whom he recorded two new CDs, still dedicated to the
Hungarian composer, including the Piano Sonata in B
minor, who led one critic to say "From his body to body

There's something to be said about living in a small town
like Sault Ste. Marie and having a web presence; “anything is possible,” says Sault artist and Algoma Art
Society member Gary Manzo.
What began as a simple Facebook post turned
into the formulation of a 'dream team' made up of the
French designer Jean Boggio, the French composer
Stephane Blet and the hip Sault artist Gary Manzo.
The art collector / historian / model, Alexandre De
Bothuri put the whole 'dream team' into fruition.
De Bothuri is also an author and did I mention a
count? Well he is that too: a descendant of the Royal
Bàthorys who ruled Transylvannia and Hungary in the
Middle Ages and were ranking members of the Imperial
and Royal Dragon Court and Order founded by the Holy
Roman Emperor Sigismund.
What does this have to do with the Sault? Well as
Manzo says, “networking through this new age is quite
remarkable. I wouldn't have met (De Bothuri) otherwise.
Get your work out there,” Manzo says.
He and De Bothuri had mutual friends on
Facebook because the count lives in West Palm Beach,
where Manzo also has a friend. Manzo posted some of
his work on his Facebook page which was
shared to De Bothuri and the rest followed.
De Bothuri initiated the connection and
started Manzo off with a test: creating a print
ad. “Right after that he said 'how would you like
to do a project.'” The project: La Messie; a
novel full of riddles and questions about universal memory, immortality, living in shadow, resurrection, and the future. Its description reads:
“What if the Messiah was a woman? And if,
after the chaos, the intolerance and the divisions created by the monotheistic religions, the
true immortal decided to bring to light the lies of
men? And if at last she was able to impose
peace, justice, and harmony, by delivering the
hearts? By awakening the universal spirit that
sleeps within us? Thus, if we accept the
prophecy, the light of this grace will become
prayer: 'Christ died on the cross, a universal
cross was born Messiah!'”
Manzo spent hours with De Bothuri on
the phone trying to decipher the high French
text, enlisting the help of his wife Carolle, who's
first language is French. But finally, there was
an understanding and wavelength they both
understood. That's where the 'dream team' Local artist Gary Manzo created this painting that was adapted for the cover of
Alexandre De Bothuri’s La Messie.
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with the work is born a superb architecture, chanted in
turn by majesty and the most intense lyricism. And what
a sound!”
It was then the beginning of a large discography
of about forty CDs for different labels.
At the same time, Stephane Blet has composed
more than 300 works for piano, violin, orchestra, human
voice, published by the Alphonse Leduc publishing
house, Lemoine, Combre, Zurfluh, Durand-Eschig,
Lafitan, Fertile plaine, Soldano, performed and recorded
by pianists such as Cyprien Katsaris, Alexandre Paley,
Idil Biret, Evelina Borbei, Natalia Sitolenko, Jean Muller.
Blet was brought in to write a score for the novel
La Messie, which would provide inspiration for the author.
Jean Boggio was the third of the 'dream team' and
he was brought in to design inspirational jeweled pieces
for the book.
Who is Jean Boggio? Jean Boggio is a famed
French designer born in Algeria, North Africa, of Italian,
French, and Spanish descent. His early childhood exposure to many far eastern legends gives his work a unique
blend of cultures only understood by a few. Jean Boggio's
work has always been able to blend in the most exotic of
elements, with a hint of French style and Chinese touch.
His creations are the door into the colorful world and
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brings you to the fantasy dream of French and Chinese
aesthetic essence. He has become a sensation in New
York's home furnishing market, attracting collectors from
all over the world. Bergdorf Goodman department store is
one such place where you could have seen Boggio's
work lately. Located on Fifth Avenue, it was chosen as the
most desirable luxury good retailed in the United States in
2008. Clients like those actresses from Sex in the City
were common when the popular television show would
have the actresses go on shopping sprees.
Jean Boggio's work was featured there from
August to November 2010, the most extensive showing in
the United States of his work until then.
La Messie was published in 2010 and copies are
selling for around $300 eight years later.
“What a surreal experience,” says Manzo now. He
still keeps in touch with Blet, Boggio and De Bothuri.
And while De Bothuri has a great knowledge of
Canada (he loans work to the Art Museum in Montreal),
both Stephane and Jean, often refer to Manzo on their
websites as, “the great American artist Gary Manzo.”
“I guess as we think of all of the countries in
Europe as being European, these two compadres, even
though I keep telling them I’m Canadian, think of all of us
‘over here’ as American,” Manzo concludes.
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Framing Tips: Classic Versus Trendy
CATHY GAREAU
When comparing classic versus trendy styles of framing
and matting we generally avoid trendy looking frame
designs that could become dated in a short time.
Choose framing that is timeless. Classic frames are
designed with simplicity and elegance that withstand
both time and fashion. You don’t want to let your framing
over time, lessen the quality of the art that resides in it.
When I think of ‘classic versus trendy’ this is
what I think of classic colours and frames that are neutral. Colours such as white, ivory, taupe, brown or grey
all accomplish this.
Trendy colours on the other hand come and go.
Examples of this are teal and tangerine.
Trendy frames also come and go. They follow
the modern time period but sometimes don’t last. In my
experience, over 18 years of working in custom framing,
I have seen lots of styles of framing that are popular and
then fade away.

When you provide us with information about your
room and your style, we can offer design concepts that
look up to date and stylish. It will also have staying
power well beyond that of any current trend. It never
hurts to bring in photos, colour samples of your walls or
room styles, so that we can find framing that compliments it.
If you have art that is becoming dated becuase
of the frame and mat choice, we can also work with you
to update them to be more appropriate for today as well
as tomorrow.
Lastly, you should always choose art that you
love, not something that happens to have the same
color scheme as your room. Your art should speak to
you. When you feel emotionally connected to your art,
you will be happy to see it each time you pass by.
You could even buy art just because it makes
you smile. When art means something to you, it is so
much more satisfying than pieces you buy simply to fill a
space.
For comments or questions you can email me at:
cathy@ldartgalleryandframing.com

Solemn Land takes its name from the 1921 J.E.H. MacDonald painting, The Solemn Land, painted in the Algoma region, along the
Montreal River.
We seek to encourage and publish articles on the art of our region,
being Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario and area, including Sault Ste. Marie,
Michigan. For advertising, to submit articles or general inquiries,
please email: christopher@ldartgalleryandframing.com

Editor-in-Chief:
Christopher
Shoust

Graphic Designer:
Theodore
Flamand

Cover Art By: Al Bjornaa

Framing Tips:
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Robert Carmichael and his Surreal Landscape
CHRISTOPHER SHOUST
December 20th marked the birth of one of the Sault's
most renowned artists. Robert-Ralph Carmichael, or Bob
as those that were close to him called him, the artist
known most for the design of the ‘Loonie’ by the
Canadian Mint. Sadly Carmichael died at the age of 79
just two years ago but this article is to celebrate his great
creations and what he brought as an artist to this community.

Robert “Bob” Carmichael at work in his studio.

“The major theme in my work is the human condition - our relationship to the environment - our relationship to each other,” Carmichael said of his work in his
artist statement. “The works are a culmination of ideas,
images and symbols that come together in an intuitive
manner -- guided by a sense of rightness - they belong
together.”
Works from the late 60s right up until his death
shared elements of the real and surreal - from the moon
landing depicted on what seems to be Lake Superior in
his 1969 painting Moon-Child to the shifting realities of his
1991 painting titled Delta Warrior.
“Bob was always a doodler,” said his widow Gwen
Keatley. “He always had a scrap of paper and a pen in his
hand.”
She said that Carmichael was exposed to surrealism in high school where he took many classes with the
late Charles Carrington.
“When you don’t have an object to draw... your
inclination is to expand into surrealism. You get tired of
drawing pears and bananas,” Keatley said.
His painting skill also came from the fact that
Carmichael was well educated in the arts, attending the
Ontario College of Art in the late 50s and graduating from

Carleton University in Ottawa in 1964.
What he was also skilled at was illusion, creating
this other world in his paintings, quite different from the
somewhat-quiet, gentle man that grew up in Sault Ste.
Marie.“I like people to see my paintings, more than
myself. I guess I put most of my life's energy into the
paintings, more than any other area that I can think of.”
This element of illusion comes from the collage of
imagery in his works that tell a story simply based on their
juxtaposition.
“There's no real logical process to it. It is very intuitive,” he said in a Shaw TV interview. He said he feels out
the images in a way that work best together. “I can't
explain them logically and wouldn't if I could because I
like people to come to the paintings, see the images out
of their experiences which have been different than mine.
They're going to find other connections and meanings.
Hopefully some of them will be mutual but others won't.
And I've had people look at paintings and tell me what
they were about and it has had nothing to do with where
I was at when I created them.”
There can be that gap in understanding and relationship to imagery that the viewer has and that
Carmichael created in his work. But that's something he
wanted anyway.
“Each viewer, of course, brings to the work his or
her own set of life experiences from which to access it.
None of the works are totally readable -- they are open
observations rather than closed statements. I hope that
they continue to reveal new levels of meaning as new
experiences are brought to them,” he wrote as part of his
artist statement.
And Carmichael could never get away from the
land where he grew up, nor did he want to. The Northern
Ontario landscape and bush are common sights in his
work.
“I always like to use the landscape and like to use
images that are larger than life and some that are smaller, not really in terms of importance... but like the painting
it throws you a bit. There's a surreal bit and a realistic bit.
And I like that shift between the surreal or fantasy and the
realistic... that creates the magic in the painting. I hope
people will get involved in the paintings and spend some
time... search... find some meaning... because they are
part of the process too... just like any other preforming art
the public has to respond and I just hope it works for
them.”
Carmichael had more than 30 solo exhibitions
across Canada during his time, more than 30 group exhibitions, and is in the collections of many prestigious galleries and private companies.
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Show About Life in the North on at the AGA
and calm. The others depict the winter whiteness or
contrasts of colour. There is a lot of beauty and magnificence in them. Through different shades of whites
or blues, expressive brush strokes or smooth surfaces, dramatic or tranquil compositions the paintings
are offering a spectrum of experiences and feelings
that every winter presents to the north.
Depicting the Arctic, Quebec, Northern Ontario,
Algoma and the snow-covered streets of Sault Ste.
Marie, these artworks showcase moments of life in
the north, from children playing in the snow by Myrtle
Harrison, skaters by Ken Danby, to dark winter nights
and stunning moons by Sybil Goldstein. As well as
the whiteness of fresh snow covered hills and trees
by Zoltan Szabo, Thomas Chatfield and David Bierk,
hunting by Inuit people and their connection to the
animals; all could be summarized in the title of a
painting by Jean Hay - Enough of Ice and Snow? - a
Eclipse ll 1989
painting from her Arctic series.
Goldstein, Sybil – Canadian 1954-2012
Oil on Canvas Panel
The exhibition also features work from Norval
Collection of the Art Gallery of Algoma: Gift of Mr. Robert J. Tokio Morrisseau, Will Ogilvie, Frances-Anne Johnston,
Molly Lamb Bobak, Franklin Carmichael and more.
FROM THE ART GALLERY OF ALGOMA
The exhibition is titled ‘Northern Sensibility - Embrace It
All.’ It is exhibited right now at the Art Gallery of Algoma
This exhibition is a survey of various artists, styles and
at 10 East Street in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario.
mediums from the AGA’s permanent collection such as
Living in the northern climate asks us every year
paintings, drawings, watercolours, wood carvings, wall
again and again to embrace all cycles that nature has to
hangings and sculptures. These images guide us
through the winter experience in the Canadian north and offer. As in this exhibition, we witness the ongoing transformation that happens in nature and in our everyday
then into spring and summer.
activities.
Some of the artworks are dark in colour, somber
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Downtown Winter Ice Festival Announced
challenge will be brought to town. Join the artists
throughout the day on Friday and Saturday to witness
some amazing pieces of ice art, some of which will be
sculpted right before your eyes.
On Saturday, there will be the Ice Wars in the
Farmers' Market at 6 p.m.!
This is a child-friendly event running Friday, the
25th from noon to 9 p.m. and Saturday the 26th from 6
to 9 p.m.
The Downtown Winter Ice Festival in Sault Ste. Marie,
Michigan has been announced.
If you are looking for a thrilling event that will
send chills down your spine, Sault, Michigan has it for
you!
Running from January 25-26, an ice carving

Name the artist that these images remind you of...

Answers can be found in next month’s issue.

Last month’s puzzle answers below.

Photo of the Month Winner: Gary Manzo
This photo I took and processed in 2017.
It’s my wife walking through an installation at the
Ringling Museum of Art in Sarasota Florida taken with
a Canon G9 camera.

348 Bruce Street,
Sault Ste. Marie,
Ontario, P6B 1P7
ldartgalleryandframing.com
info@ldartgalleryandframing.com
(705) 946-4440
Mission: To preserve memories, share beauty and creativity
Values: Excellence in products and service
Art Gallery
With over 40 local artists
featured you will never
be disappointed browsing our selection of the
Sault’s finest artwork.
Come see our beautiful
collection of handmade
pottery, jewellery, photography, paintings and
drawings.

Custom Framing
Using only the highest
quality materials, we will
preserve your work of
art to last a lifetime.
With a selection of hundreds of frames and mat
colours to choose from
you can be sure to
receive exactly what you
have envisioned.

Photography
• Passport photos

Printing
• Canvas

• Corporate headshots

• Acrylic

• Family photos

• Glossy, semi-matte
photo paper

• Glamour shots
• Photo restoration and
reproduction

• Fine art paper
• Rice paper

We care about our environment and the city we live in and know our customers do too. Because of that
we are proud to be offering environmentally friendly FSC and PEFC certified products.
L&D’s is focussed on providing the highest quality art services. We are your new one-stop shop for art,
photography and design. Come visit us to discuss your next creative project.
Thank you for your continued support.

L&D’s and Solemn Land Art Magazine are looking to have
a monthly photo contest. Contestants may send two photos
maximum per month as digital files to:
christopher@ldartgalleryandframing.com
The winner will be chosen by L&D’s staff and published on
our webpage and in our magazine. Deadline is the 10th of
every month. Any submissions after that will go into next
month’s contest.

